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Thai worker Warut Wantwisai showed he had
talent of another kind.

Hear the Voices
of the Migrants

CONCERT
MIGRANT VOICES CD LAUNCH

Esplanade Outdoor Theatre
Sunday

Tay Suan Chiang

THERE were no big-name celebrities onstage.

Instead, a group of 22 migrant workers belt-
ed their lungs out to a crowd of about 300 in
this free concert to launch the Migrant Voices
CD, which features nine songs in English,
Tamil, Bahasa, Tagalog and Thai, and poems
and interviews with migrant workers.

More than 60 copies of the CD were sold at
the concert and all proceeds will go to organisa-
tions which help migrant workers in distress
here.

Although the performers sounded raw, with
a few going off-key and the keyboardist hitting
some wrong notes, the migrant workers still
gave it their all, displaying some pretty power-
ful vocals.

Seven Javanese women migrants from The
Darul Arqam Muslim Converts’ Society sang
Prau Layar (Malay for “sailing boat”), a popu-
lar Javanese folk song.

Ms Amy Fatah, 37, said the group chose the
song about having fun by the beach because
not many migrant workers get days off.

Filipino group Tinig Pinoy (Tagalog for
“Voice Of Filipinos”) wowed the crowd with
their 10-member ensemble, belting out two
tracks taken from the CD — I Believe and a
medley of ballads Pusong Salawahan (Tagalog
for Cheating Heart) and Ang Tangi Kong
Pag-Ibig (Tagalog for You Are My One And
Only).

The performance got cheers especially from
the Filipinos, who whooped with delight and
encouragement for their fellow countrymen.

Ending the 90-minute-long concert was
Thai rock band Singsaderd, a five-member
group of construction workers who sang two
original songs Kid How Soew Fung Lam (a
song about lost love) and Tung Mun Yung Win
(a song about life in north-east Thailand),
which is also on the CD.

For migrant workers who are usually in the
background, caring for their employers’ fami-
lies, cleaning the streets and building houses,
this was the night for them to showcase their
talents.

And they did just that.

> The Migrant Voices CD is available for sale at
$12. To order, e-mail migrantvoices@gmail.com





