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The lives of others

A film festival, a futsal
match and a play aim to
raise awareness about
migrant workers’ issues

Tiffany Fumiko Tay

HEY build people’s homes, take
care of their children and do the
household chores.

Migrant workers are part of Sin-
gaporeans’ everyday lives and this weekend,
people here can find out more about theirs,
in a series of events to mark International
Mir  ts’ Day on Tuesday.

»_ong the activities are a mini film festi-
val and a futsal match.

This is the third year that the day is being
celebrated here, and it marks the day in
2003 that the United Nations General As-
sembly adopted the International Conven-
tion on the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families.

The events are organised by arts group
Migrant Voices together with three organisa-
tions — the Humanitarian Organisation for
Migration Economics (Home), which runs
shelters for destitute foreign workers; Tran-
sient Workers Count Too (TWC2), which
operates a helpline for distressed migrant
workers; and the National Trades Union
Congress.

It is the first time all four are working to-
gether, instead of holding separate events,
as they did in the previous years.

TWC2 and Home will be giving out post-
cards in Orchard Road tomorrow to cam-
pa’  for maids to get a day off.

._grant Voices, which conducts drama
workshops for foreign workers, will be host-
ing the first Migration Film Festival tomor-
row showing three short films by home-
grown and overseas film-makers. These
touch on issues faced by migrant workers
during their overseas employment stints.

One of the films is titled Lucilla. The
four-minute short by Singaporean Loo Zi-
han is about a girl coming to terms with her
family’s maid being sent away.

On Sunday, a futsal tournament will be
held, with participating teams made up of
both Singaporeans and foreign workers.

Futsal is a smaller-scale version of foot-
ball, with each match lasting 10 minutes. All
foreign workers taking part will reccive a
free M1 phonecard.

Migrant Voices will also be staging a play
on Sunday called Blinded, Binded &
Trapped In Love. The play, about the choic-
es migrant workers are forced to make in an
unfamiliar land, will be performed entirely
by migrant workers.

“We decided to hold it on Sunday so

workers can come and see it on their day
off,” says Ms Sha Najak, 25, president of the
arts group, which conducts drama work-
shops for foreign workers.

“T hope that it won't just be foreign work-
ers showing up for these events, but employ-
ers too. After all, our major goal for this
event is to raise awareness.”

> tiffanyt@sph.com.sg
> The Migration Film Festival will be held
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LOVE IS BLIND: Migrant workers rehearse for the play Blinded, Binded & Trapped In Love.

tomorrow at Pitch Black in Haiji Lane, with
screenings from 2 to 4pm and 6 to 8pm.
Tickets at $8 are available by e-mailing
insaf@pitchblack.com.sg

> Blinded, Binded & Trapped In Love will be
performed at the open square in Lembu Road
near Mustafa Shopping Centre on Sunday
from 5 to 9pm. Admission is free.

> The International Futsal Toumament will be
held at the Delta Sports Hall, Delta Sports
Complex, on Sunday from Sam to 4pm.





