MEDIA  RELEASE

THE 2ND SINGAPORE MIGRATION FILM FESTIVAL TO BE HELD ON 11 SEPTEMBER 2010

Introduction

Following the success of the first Migration Film Festival in December 2007, Migrant Voices, a local community arts charity, is partnering The Substation to present the 2nd Singapore Migration Film Festival on Saturday, 11 September 2010.  The films include documentaries examining labour policies, working conditions in Singapore and the impact of the global recession on migrant workers.   The festival also features short films delving into the personal relationships and concerns of migrant workers. The film festival will comprise 3 screening sessions featuring a total of 7 local short films (including Special Pass, the winner of the Best Documentary Award at the Singapore Short Film Awards 2010) and feature film from South Korea.  Filmmakers will be present for talkback sessions after the local film screenings.  See Annex A for the programme and film synopses.  

Objectives

The film festival is intended to generate discussion on the complex issues of labour policies and migration and promote understanding of the multi-faceted migrant condition in Singapore and the region.  It will also serve as a platform for local and international film-makers to showcase their work related to migrant worker issues.  The festival will also see the launch of the Migrant Voices Films, an outfit which aims to document, archive and promote films relating to migrant workers for public education.  

Event Details

Date:

11 September 2010

Venue:

The Substation Theatre

Timings:
1.30pm (Local Showcase Set I)



4.00pm (Bandhobi)



7.30pm (Local Showcase Set II + Migrant Voices Films Launch Event)

Tickets:

$10 per screening



$25 for all 3 screenings



Tickets can be purchased over the counter at The Substation Box Office



(Open Monday to Fridays, 2pm to 8pm, except Public Holidays)

Website:
http://filmfest.migrantvoices.org/
About Migrant Voices (www.migrantvoices.org)
Migrant Voices (MV) is an arts charity that was registered in 15 April 2006.  Leveraging on the arts with programmes including photography, theatre, oral history, storytelling, music and creative writing, Migrant Voices aims to provide an expressive platform for the migrant worker community, facilitate the inter-cultural exchange between migrant communities and the Singaporean society and develop a sense of community between Singaporeans, migrant professionals and migrant workers through shared experiences. 

Migrant Voices Films is a new initiative by Migrant Voices to produce and showcase films on migrant workers and migration, as well as to develop a centralized repository for such films with an emphasis on local as well as foreign independent films.

Media Contact

Shaun Teo

Festival Coordinator, Migration Film Festival 2010

shuan@migrantvoices.org

+65 81239698

ANNEX A: Film Schedule and Synopses 

Screening Schedule

Local Showcase I (11 Sep 10, 1330H)


1. Lights Out - 23min / PG / Wang Eng Eng and Chan Kah Mei


2. Migrant Dreams - 20min / PG / Lynn Lee and James Leong


3. Foreign Dreams - 7min / PG / Elgin Ho


4. Promises in December - 16min / PG / Elgin Ho

 Foreign Showcase (11 Sep 10, 1700H)


1. Bandhobi - 109min / Rating R-18 / Korean / Shin Dong-il

 Local Showcase II (11 Sep 10, 1930H)


1. Confluence of Lands - 17min / PG / Migrant Voices Films / Jenny Chan


2. Special Pass - 24min / NC-16 / Rupture / Vicknesh Varan


3. Durai & Saro - 27min / PG / Rupture / Prema Menon

Local Showcase Set I

Lights Out 

23 mins, Rated PG






Produced and Directed by Wang Eng Eng and Chan Kah Mei

When the lights go out in Singapore, these men make their way out onto the streets to sleep. Lights out documents the lives and struggles of 3 migrant workers as they live on the streets and shelters of Singapore waiting for a solution to their problems.  Like many others, they came full of hope to but in turn found themselves caught in bureaucratic loop holes and broken promises made by illegal labour agents. They ended up with no work and lived months on the streets. With no money and nowhere to go to, they wait for their turn to go home. Lights Out was screened at Substation’s ‘First Takes’ in May 10.

Migrant Dreams 

20 Minutes, Rating TBA






Directed by Lynn Lee & James Leong 

Each year, tens of thousands of migrant workers travel to Singapore hoping for a better life. Most of them pay large fees to agents who promise them work as labourers in the construction and shipping industries. When the economy was booming, those promises were largely fulfilled. But as a global recession takes hold, horror stories are emerging.

Foreign Dreams

7 minutes, Rated PG

Produced and Directed by Elgin Ho 

About a letter home written by an Indian construction worker. Foreign Dreams was awarded the Silver Crow bar at the prestigious Singapore Student Creative Awards 2002 and has been screened in film festivals around the world.

Promises in December 

16mins, Rated PG

Produced and Directed by Elgin Ho 

“Promises In December” surrounds two main characters; an Indonesian domestic helper and a Singaporean taxi driver. Individually from different backgrounds, they share similar expectations through their struggle, searching for ideals of life in Singapore. On a December day, their lives interweaved abruptly revealing the sacrifices each of them must face.

Foreign Showcase

Bandhobi (Korean with English Subtitles)

109 mins, Rating TBA

Produced by Indiestory, Directed by Shin Dong-il

Min-suh is a lonely high schooler. Her single mother is busy dating younger men and her friends are busy preparing for university. She takes care of herself through a part-time job that doesn’t cover the bills. Sick of her mother’s love affairs, she sometimes runs away from home. 

One day Min-suh encounters a migrant worker named Karim; and ends up stealing his wallet, despite knowing better. Karim catches her but agrees not to involve the police so long as Min-suh grants him a wish to help him collect his delayed paycheck, which he is unfairly being denied by his Korean employers. Min-suh agrees to help Karim. In the confusion of the moment, Min-suh has become Karim’s money collector.

Local Showcase Set II

Confluence of Lands

17 Minutes, Rated PG

Produced by Migrant Voices Films, Directed by Jenny Chan


In Singapore’s Little India, a small minimart on Desker Road offers a moment of insight into the stories of migrant workers from different lands who will otherwise never cross paths if not for the dual workings of mercantile job agents and constrictive government policies. Through a Bangladeshi man's minimart we witness the remarkable diversity of everyday life in this small corner of the world. The minimart, like so many other places in the lives of the migrant workforce in Singapore, represents a literal confluence of lands, a coming together of the many different faces and spaces of our migrant histories, presents and futures.

Special Pass 

24 minutes, Rated NC-16 







Produced by Rupture, Directed by Vicknesh Varan

Special Pass is a documentary about a group of foreign workers in Singapore who attempt to seek shelter and support themselves financially despite being jobless. Winner of the Singapore Short Film Awards, Singapore, Best Documentary Award.

Durai & Saro

27 Minutes, Rated PG






Produced by Rupture, Directed by Prema Menon 

Droves of men and women from neighbouring Asian countries make up this transient work force and take up low-paying jobs- most men in the labour market, and women as domestic helpers. Many come looking to save their families from poverty. This invisible population contributes largely to the country’s stellar growth and ability to remain competitive in the global economy. Unfortunately, a growing number live on the fringes of Singapore’s society, receiving little or no payment from their employers. They face exploitation and suffer physical as well as mental abuse. Durai & Saro highlights the plight and loneliness of foreign workers in Singapore, the story revolving around the platonic relationship shared by Durai, an Indian construction worker and Saro, a Filipino domestic maid.
